
Family Advent Celebration 
 
The circle of the wreath reminds us of God Himself, His eternity and endless mercy, 
which has no beginning and no end. The green of the wreath speaks of the hope that we 
have in God, the hope of newness, of renewal, of eternal life. Candles symbolize the light 
of God coming into the light of God coming into the world through the birth of His Son. 
The four outer candles represent the period of waiting during the four Sundays of Advent, 
which themselves symbolize the four centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi 
and the birth of Christ. 
The light of the candles itself becomes an important symbol of the season. The light 
reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world that comes into the darkness of our lives to 
bring newness, life, and hope. It also reminds us that we are called to be a light to the 
world as we reflect the light of God’s grace to others. The progression in the lighting of 
the candles symbolizes the various aspects of our waiting experience. As the candles are 
lighted over the four week period, it also symbolizes the darkness of fear and 
hopelessness receding and the shadows of sin falling away as more and more light is shed 
into the world. The flame of each new candle reminds us that something is happening, 
and that more is yet to come. Finally, the light that has come into the world is plainly 
visible as the Christ candle is lighted at Christmas, and we rejoice over the fact that the 
promise of long ago has been realized. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
 
Leader: 
 
Lord God, 
Let our blessing come upon us 
As we light the candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light 
Be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. 
May he come quickly and not delay. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 
All: Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
1st Sunday of Advent - Purple 
1st candle: represents mercy 
+ O God, our hearts need the warmth of Your love as we wait 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
Help us to grow in love as we wait for 
Christ Jesus to come again. 
Amen. 
 
 
2nd Sunday of Advent - Purple 
2nd candle: represents Hope 
+ O God, we are closer to the day when the light of Your 
Son will brighten the world. 
May we be filled with joy as we 
Prepare to welcome Him. 
Amen 
 
 
3rd Sunday of Advent - Pink 
3rd candle: represents Joy 
+ O God, we can hardly wait to celebrate the day of Jesus’ birth. 
May we be ready to celebrate His birth with love and thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 
 
4th Sunday of Advent - Purple 
4th candle: represents Peace 
+ O God, like Mary we await the birth of Jesus. 
Help us be quiet inside so that we may welcome Jesus into our hearts 
On the day of His birth. 
Amen. 
 
 
Center candle: “Christ Candle” - White 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A Christmas Prayer 

By Robert Louis Stevenson 
 

Loving Father, 
Help us remember the birth of Jesus, 

That we may share in the song of the angels, 
The gladness of the shepherds, 
And worship of the wise men. 

 
Close the door of hate 

And open the door of love all over the world. 
Let kindness come with every gift 

And good desires with every greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing 

Which Christ brings, 
And teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

 
May the Christmas morning 

Make us happy to be thy children, 
And Christmas evening bring us to our beds 

With grateful thoughts, 
Forgiving and forgiven, 

For Jesus’sake. 
Amen. 


